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Editor’s
Note
W

elcome to the rst edition of the
monthly newsletter of Unitedworld
School of Liberal Arts and Mass
Communications.
This newsletter has been born out of the vision of
the President of Karnavati University, Mr. Ritesh
Hada. He believes that many of us from separate
elds, departments and colleges must get out of
our separate cubicles, break the shackles of daily
life and share our best ideas, thoughts and
practices through this newsletter.
Reading through the rst edition of the
newsletter, you will nd some expert opinions
shared by faculty members and some creative
thoughts by students. But most of all, you will
nd an opportunity to tell your stories, inspire
and get inspired and raise awareness on issues
you care for! We sincerely hope these are reasons
enough to contribute towards and look forward
to the future editions.
We hope you enjoy the read! Also, remember that
this is a digital magazine so please be sure to
share, tweet, repost, refer and recommend any
articles that you like!
We look forward to your feedback and await
contributions at
editorial@karnavatiuniversity.edu.in

Internet is the most
addictive thing ever:
Mr. Paranjoy Guha Thakurta
By Ronakk Tijoriwala & Kavisha Chokshi

The Unitedworld School of Liberal Studies and
Mass Communications (USLM), Karnavati
University had organized a lecture on
February 21 on 'Data and its discontents: The
political economy of disinformation.' The
speaker, Mr. Paranjoy Guha Thakurta, a
renowned I ndian journalist, political
commentator, author and a documentary lm
maker- spoke on how the Indian economy is
aﬀected by the extensive use of internet and
how it has deeply in uenced human lives.
In his lecture, Mr. Thakurta intensively spoke
about western and the Indian views on
technology, from the ancient times till the
present day. He then compared statistical
reports of 2017-2018 pertaining to India's use
of the internet with other countries to show
how it has impacted the Indian economy. He
further added that the 'www' and the 'url'
allows internet users to access the vast virtual
world is not completely safe and secure.
Mr. Thakurta spoke about the early days of the
internet, when it was rst introduced in the US,
and accessible to the elite at an exorbitant
price. He further said, “Today 60% of the world
is using the internet. But the focus is not on the
'60%' who are using internet (they eventually
are aﬀected directly) but those '40%' of users -unbiased of age or income--who are aﬀected
by the negative impacts of the internet. Also,
while talking broadly on the psychological
impacts on internet users, Mr. Thakurta said, “It
is the most addictive thing ever.” He further
stated that like a chain-smoker, an extensive
use of internet, turns into an
addiction—especially among teens.

Keeping the “Indian context” in mind he
pointed towards Reliance CDMA's tag line, 'kar
lo duniya mutthi mein' (hold the world in your
st) which later marked the emergence of
o t h e r l o c a l n e t wo r k c o m p a n i e s. T h e
widespread usage of internet across the
country makes the technology stronger and
deep-rooted. The increase in the growth of
technology also impacts population growth
as well, and added that India's population is
less than that of China today, but will soon
surpass it. To be precise, he further added that
if Uttar Pradesh were a separate country, it
would have been the sixth most populated
country of the world.
The second session of the lecture focused
primarily on internet consumerism. Mr.
Thakurta made the session more interactive
using the abbreviated word “FAAANG” which
forced students to think intently. He further
said that the word FAAANG refers to the six big
companies who are controlling the virtual
world - Facebook, Amazon, Apple, Alibaba,
Net ix and Google. He also stated that the
advertisements on the search-engine Google
transcended the advertisements published in
newspapers.

CCU BOM
By Arijit Das, Assistant Professor, USLM
Jet Airways Flight 9W628 is about to takeoﬀ from Kolkata's Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose International Airport. The ight has
already been delayed by two hours. This is
the last Jet Airways ight of the day from
Kolkata to Mumbai. I am overtaken by
anxiety but I am still excited. This is
something that I had decided few hours
ago. Leaving all the comforts of my home
life behind me I was about to create a
history, assuming that everything will be
ne, like it happens in most B-town lms. My
father had helped me with an expensive airticket and my mother cooked a delicious
meal for me with all that she could arrange
in just two hours time. Truly, I am unable to
justify my decision of moving to another
place to my own self. Suddenly it is making
no sense, may be because saying goodbye
is always diﬃcult.
The only thing I know of is that I have a dear
friend in Mumbai. Pankaj Roy, who is
struggling hard to become an actor in
Bollywood. He knows few people in the
television industry but his interest lies in
working in lms. Everything that has
happened was so sudden that I couldn't
inform my friends and relatives in Kolkata
about my decision of moving to Mumbai.
After reaching Mumbai airport I was
awaiting my luggage on the conveyor belt,
it is when I called Pankaj to know his
address. My rst auto ride in Mumbai to
Pankaj's place at 1.30 am cost me around
800 INR. He told me that he stays close to the
airpor t so I was taken aback. I was
welcomed by Pankaj. He took me inside his
apartment and upon entering the
apartment I found that there were ve more
men in his apartment. These were ve
ambitious Bong men who were warm and
nice enough to accommodate another
Bong in their 425 square feet size living
space. It all seemed so exciting, rst time out
of home, no rules to follow, everything
seemed to be limitless. I was limitless. Music,
shayari, mimicry, and sharing each other's
experience of life over drinks, what more
else one could ask for! Tired and tippled
with no food in stomach, it was now time to
nd a corner to sleep. I had managed to nd

a single mattress in the corner of the room
and I lied down on it and out of nowhere my
mobile phone displayed the message - ''low
battery''. What a day and a half!
The entire night I kept on perspiring and
couldn't sleep well because of the three
reasons, rst, the weather of Mumbai which
was sultry, second, back at Kolkata I had
never slept under the fan because I was
mesmerized by the cool breeze blown out
of the sweet air conditioner of mine at home
and third, the strong drink had further
heated the weather inside my body. After
waking up in the morning, I saw the mobile,
it was 10.30 am with 12 missed calls from my
father and my mobile battery was 5%. While
looking for my phone charger I discovered
that I had left it at the Kolkata airport. The
rst thing that came to my mind was mera
struggle shuru ho gaya kya? But where are
my 'partners in struggle'? I thought. I could
not nd them in the room. I took a minute to
absorb the reality and make sense of the
present, who am I? where am I? and why am
I? I realized that I was not dreaming. I could
trace the existence of my 'partners in
struggle' because I could see a tumbled ash
tray, cigarette buds spread across the oor
and a broken wardrobe with its door left
open, housing some stinky clothes. Is this
what I was trying to achieve after nishing
my degree and wasting so much of my
parents' money? I questioned myself.
Meanwhile, Pankaj emerged from the
washroom which I didn't use last night
considering it to be too unhygienic. Too
regal, I thought of myself. The washroom
was terrible. Pankaj tried to console me with
how good his, now my, roommates thought
of me from the last night's conversation at
the welcome booze party. They had
accepted me as a member of their clan. I was
overwhelmed. Another moment, I found
myself calling my father to relieve him of the
tension that he had about his regal heir who
had recently moved to Mumbai to achieve
something in life, I said, “Papa, everything is
ne here”. I could feel the tension in my
father's voice. He was anxious about me but
I was acting well. I was wondering that yeh
Mumbai ki hawa hain!

This was my decision and I continue to give my best to
the ght. Days are passing by and my dream job hunt is
still on. Every day I wake up with a hope that something
will click today and while going to bed I continue with
such positive thoughts. I am trying to get help from all
my contacts and friends to get a new employment
opportunity. I am being sel sh at times regarding
sharing my meals with others or be it sharing my
clothes, toiletries etc. with my roommates including
Pankaj, not that I am obliged to do so but now I am
realizing that this is not who I was, the present situation
has made me who I am today.
But the good news was that I had nally managed to
get a decent job of an editor in an advertisement
agency in Mumbai after a long period of three months.
I was thinking of celebrating this day. I called Pankaj
and my other ve roommates right then to break this
good news and asked them to directly join me at the
Rangoli Bar in the evening while returning from their
place of work. Rangoli Bar is a shabby place but I could
only aﬀord it at that time. I planned to make an
announcement to my friends at the bar that day that I
will have to shift in a new house as it was closer to my
workplace and I could aﬀord to pay rent. We all met at
the bar and they congratulated me on securing a job
and that too in a city like Mumbai, they told me that I
must be something! I was overwhelmed by their help. I
looked at their faces and thought that they were no
one to me few months ago and today somehow the
thought of moving out of the at is leaving all of them
and me in despair. I felt connect with them. This
thought was aﬀecting them and their faces were
expressing this emotion clearly. They went silent for a
moment. Suddenly, Ravi started to act funny and we all
realized that Ravi had nished his fth bottle of his
favourite beverage, Shubh was banging the table after
the sixth glass of his drink, Pallav was singing out loud
the medley of his favourite singer Vinod Rathod, don't
know why Golu was having an argument with the
waiter, Kunal went to the loo and did not return for 15
minutes and out of nowhere Pankaj looked at me and
could not stop laughing. We both broke into laughter.

USLM Students
Learn Spanish
Dr. Ana Maria Gimeno, Professor of English and Applied Linguistics,
Universitat Politècnica de València ( UPV), Spain taught a one month course
on Spanish Language to the Semester 4 students of the Unitedworld School
of Liberal Arts and Mass Communications at the Karnavati University.
Dr. Ana Maria Gimeno has over 30 years of teaching experience. This was her
second visit in the Karnavati University. Earlier Dr. Gimeno had taught a
course at Unitedworld Institute of Design at the Karnavati University.
Students of the USLM enjoyed their interactions and academic
engagements with
Dr. Gimeno. It was
a great learning
experience for
them. Earlier in the
month of January
2019, Dr. Gimeno
delivered a talk on
“What do you
know about
Spain?” which was
attended by the
students of
diﬀerent institutes
of the Karnavati
Dr. Ana Maria Gimeno with students and faculty of the
University and it
Unitedworld School of Liberal Arts and Mass Communications
was much appreciated. Students enjoyed playing the quiz game conducted
by Dr. Gimeno and they learnt a great deal about Spain. Dr. Gimeno
presented certi cates of participation to the semester IV students of the
USLM for their participation in the course on Spanish Language.

Film Screening:
Review &
Discussion
The Unitedworld School of Liberal Arts and Mass Communications
arranged a screening of the movie 'Collateral Beauty' for its
students on Saturday, 9th February, 2019.
The lm screening was followed by a discussion among the
students led by the faculty members. Here's what the students
thought about the lm:
Collateral Beauty has a peculiar story told in a sensitive way. It
might not appeal to everyone but if it touches you, then you will
feel slightly overwhelmed by the emotions owing through the
characters. The plot around the protagonist's belief that life
revolves around Time, Love & Death has been brilliantly presented
with an amazing line up of stars. The story was very emotional and
about the fear, the pain which the actor has faced. I love the
concept of movie and I loved watching it.
Deeksha jain

Collateral Beauty was an amazing movie that was more like a treat
to heart, in which the three cosmos, takes the form of human
being and guides various characters in the movie. Being
emotional and motivational, it was also perfectly a movie full of
suspense, in which at the end it nds a great deep meaning of life's
most important three cosmos i.e. “Love, Time and Death”. The main
character Howard loses his six-year old daughter after which he
was actually not afraid to lose anything in his life, not even his wife,
friends or his company.
The movie has many lessons about life, love, time and death, with
all beautiful shots.
Kavisha Chokshi

Hip Hop
By Agrya Srivastava Semester 2, USLM
The world is a place that is always bustling with
activities. The variety of events happening at the
same time, simultaneously, without external
overlapping, is astounding. Though these activities
are mostly developmental on a wholesome level,
there is no harm in saying that there have also been
instances where the results have been more or less
negative and have propagated unintended
oppression and classic alienation of promised
rights. This, or maybe that some were just born with
problems up to their neck.
Wherever there has been problems, some or the
other form of relief, where it be folktales to calm
villagers who's villages were razed, or the gospels
that were sung to give people hope in besieged
kingdoms, or the use of theatre to spread
awareness, or the use cotton picking equipment by
African slaves of the Caribbean to create a rhythm
to put their grievances into words which will be
sung for generations to honour the ght their
freedom. As one can see, these methods of
expressing one's grievances have existed since the
beginning of time. The newest such movement
that has emerged, is Hip Hop.
Hip hop, in its purest form, is essentially anything
one perceives. Anyone facing grievances, hip hop
is everything from a tool of expression to a support
system. In complete purity, hip hop has no one
objective meaning and function, but it means a lot
of diﬀerent things for diﬀerent individuals.
Hip Hop, a movement that saw its rise alongside
the white punk bands of the 80s, shared a common
motive; to speak against the system. The only clear
diﬀerence was that the punks were speaking
against the system to get out of the suburbs and to
gain attention through political edginess, while
the hip hop movement sought to speak about
systematic oppression, mainly of the AfricanAmerican community in the United States.
Emerging from the factual roots to blues music,
and America's raging disco fever, the innovative

techniques of spurring poetry with a rhythmic
ow, and cultural unity, Hip Hop became not just
the America's black culture's prodigal son, but also
the voice towards the unjust practices happening
in the society.
With time, speci cally in the '80s, Hip Hop seeped
into the African-American gang culture, and
became an integral part of the same. Those mildly
aﬃliated with gang activities, or not, were faced
with police brutality at an alarming rate. Thus, for
groups like the NWA, Hip Hop became a way to
voice out the issues faced by the members of the
black community on a daily basis. The NWA, a
group consisting of Ice Cube, Doctor Dre, Eazy-E,
MC Ren, and DJ Yella, released various songs on
these issues; their album “straight outta Compton”
of 1982 was a hit in the black community and
talked about how 'they were gangsters and should
not be messed with', their single “dopeman” talked
about the drug culture in the American ghettos,
their hit songs (arguably the best) “fuck the police”
talked about how common police brutality was for
the blacks in America and about how they aren't
scared to ght the law even if that means a prison
sentence as long as their people live without fear.
The same period saw the rise of many other Hip
Hop artists, or “rappers” (rap stands for 'Rhythmic
Alternative Poetry', meaning “reciting a poem with
rhythm”). Some popular names were Tupac Shakur,
Notorious B.I.G, Marshall “Eminem” Mathers III,
Run-D.M.C., Rakim, and many more, all of them
changing lives and being icons for generations to
come.
A lot of times, rappers aﬃliated with various gangs
used Hip Hop to bring peace and soothe inter gang
relations. One of the most famous case was of Tech
N9ne (member of the blood gang) making songs
with a rapper from a rival gang, 'the crips'. Thus, for
gang members, Hip Hip served as a way to
smoothen gang relations to end gang violence.

Cultural Changes and MainstreamingThe game was changed in multiple ways with the debut
of Eminem's hit album 'Slim Shady', which took the whole
nation by storm, due to a very important factor that is
usually overlooked; he was white. Marshall, unlike his
professional counterparts, talked about issues like
domestic abuse, broken family relations, drug abuse and
withdrawal, and many more. The reason all these were
important because the majority of the American
population could relate to something common. This
sparked an era of 'white rap', which put it in the
mainstream light for one's own viewing pleasure. So far,
Eminem holds many awards, including a Grammy, for his
excellence in the eld of music and the cultural, rightlytimed shift in the Hip Hop scene of the states, without
which one could say goodbye to the popular culture.
Enter 2005, the Hip Hop trend went dormant for a
signi cant time, due to the popularity of pop, and later
house and dance music. Though there were some, like Lil
Wayne and T-pain who managed to stay relevant, the rise
didn't happen again till 2013.
This was a new chapter in the saga of Hip Hop. New
rappers, like 21 Savage, Tyler the Creator, Denzel Curry,
and many more emerged into the rap scene. A new trend
of having stage names that began with the word 'lil'
emerged. A plethora of new rapper, Lil Uzi Vert, Lil Yachty,
Lil Pump, Lil Peep, and many more came into the
spotlight. The new age rap is heavily critiqued, as it
generally talks about material wealth and sexualizes the
whole of the female gender. But one should understand
that Hip Hop is not just about rapping.
However, there are still some people who continue to
represent the same values of Hip Hop which were
present in the Gen-Zero rappers. Rappers like Bobby
'Logic' Tarantino talk about suicide, gay acceptance,
Trump's controversial immigration policies, corporate
mental hammering, the misuse of rap culture,
exploitation, and much more. J.Cole, another such
individual, is an icon in the lyrical Hip Hop scene.
Today, rap has marginally separated itself from the genre
of rap, and has been divided into three major types;
lyrical, mumble, and melodic, all three subtypes being
majorly self explanatory.

Subcontinental WhispersComing to the Indian Subcontinent, there has
been a strong emergence of Hip Hop and a
constant rise of the same. The reasons were
simple; unconditional poverty, mass systematic
exploitation, rising economic and social
inequality, cultural negligence, and much more.
The origins of Hip Hop culture in India were of
two types; rap music inspired directly from the
black culture of the states, and the rap-pop
hybrid brought by Punjabi NRIs. Early Indian Hip
Hop was associated with the Punjabi culture,
due to various reasons. Artists like Mika Singh,
Honey Singh and many others sparked the
movement and soon became commercial. In no
time, the Bollywoodization of the Punjabi styled
Hip Hop took place and these artists became
commercial undisputedly. The Bollywood songs
of and around the year 2010 were made up of
mainly three elements; Punjabi rap music,
standard issue Bollywoodized words , and
English rap in while appropriating the ghetto
black culture of the states. The release of songs
like “isey kehte hai hip hop” by Honey Singh,
which talks about him becoming famous,
fantasizing about bringing home a Grammy
award, taking names of western Hip Hop artists.
For him, this is hip hop, and one can't nullify his
claims, as Hip Hop is open to the question of
subjectivity. For him, Hip Hop meant showing
oﬀ your achievements and talking about future
goals.
In the midst of 2015, the streets of Bombay saw
the rise of another form of hip hop, which would
eventually take the country by storm, so much
so that Bollywood would invest in songs to be
made exclusively from this genre for various hit
movies, and going as far as to making a movie
upon it; Gully Hip Hop. This started from the
biggest slum in the world; Dharavi.

Dharavi, a slum in Bombay, or rightly put, the
slum of Bombay, has seen countless struggles,
hardships, con icts, and its fair share of regional
disequilibrium. Even though this was the case,
the community has always soared through
these backlashes through an uncommon
display of unity, regardless the gender, creed,
caste, and most importantly, religion. Born from
the ashes of the fallen and the grace of the
united, the gen-X “Dharavites” struggle with one
or the other problems, but have acquired the
strength and knowledge necessary to counter
the same.
Enter; Hip Hop crews. The face of Dharavi was
regionally changed forever with the creation of
crews of various artists who did their part in
glorifying and celebrating their struggles and of
those who came before. These crews have
everything from graﬃti artists, EmCees, B-Boys,
Beatboxers, DJs, Freestylers, and Rappers, each
serving a unique and important function of their
own. Some of the rst to pop up were “7Bantaiz”
and “Doperdelics”. Today, Dharavi has about 7-10
known Hip Hop crews, and countless others on
the rise. These crews meet, compete, battle and
overall try to enjoy oﬀ the endorphins being
released by the ever such happening event that
celebrates the truest and the purest form of
Indian Hip Hop.

Crisis 24
By Jui Pimple
Assistant Professor, USLM
Crisis 24, turning 24 is not easy. It's the age when
we repeatedly say “Of course I know everything, I
am 24”. But with the number 24, there comes 24
diﬀerent crises.
Till now we had a happy go lucky student life,
bunking lectures, hanging out with friends, go
for rst day rst show movies and many more.
But suddenly when we turn 24 there comes a big
transition period, we want to be students but no
longer are one. We want to work and earn but
also want to be free to take leaves whenever we
want. We want to be in a relationship but don't
want to get committed. We want to build a
career but also want to spend time with friends
and family. We still want to wear that distressed
pair of jeans and casual tee but we have to be in

formals now.
The feeling at 24 is like sitting in a giant wheel of
emotions, one by one we are passing by each of
them. The character of Alia Bhatt as Kaira in Dear
Zindagi portrays the exact image of a 24-yearold. Not all but most of us go through all this. On
the one hand, we are looking for jobs and on the
other hand, our parents may be coming to us
with marriage proposals. Some of our friends
may be earning more than us and that makes us
little jealous of them, our younger sibling is still
studying so he/she gets more pampering from

parents. Our friends have boyfriends/girlfriends
and we are still single and unable to nding
anyone. Our slightly older friends are engaged
and start having their personal life, we stop
sharing secrets and things which we never failed
to tell. He/she stops meeting us on special
occasions as their priorities have changed; now
the third person knows more about them than
we do. We want parents to pay attention to us
and yet we ask them to give us space. We want to
make our own decisions for everything but we
still want our parents to advise us.
Marriage becomes the most talked-about topic
in family. All relatives take the burden of our
marriage on their shoulders, as if it's their whole
and sole responsibility to get us “settled”. In spite
of all this nauk jhauk in family
we love to be with them, we
cherish happy moments at
work; meet friends whenever
possible -- even if it means just
for a few minutes after a long
day at work -- we call friends
only to hang up in middle of a
conversation because of other
important things.
At 24, we realize how much our
parents love us; after all they are
the ones who will support us.
We realize that no one is
permanent in life, not even our
best friends. We are the only one
who can pull ourselves if we fall from the giant
wheel. Being 24 is not getting bene ts of
student life and not wanting to take up adult
responsibilities. It's all about balancing the
moments we had and the present that we have
to face. Happy turning 24!
(This article was rst published on the author's
personal blog:
https://pimplejui.wordpress.com/2017/10/01/c
rises-24/)

Thinking Aloud
About Reading
By Dr. Anirban Bandyopadhyay
Associate Professor, USLM
We read often. But we rarely think about how
we read. Reading is taken for granted as a
normal or natural act. But it is not. Reading is
how human beings make sense of or process
information or signs. It is how they decode
signs. It is not often noticed that everyone
makes diﬀerent meanings from similar signs.
There is always an eﬀort to delimit what a sign
means. That is called standard or universal
de nition. Yet, often enough the same book,
movie or lesson appears to convey diﬀerent
meanings to diﬀerent recipients. Why or how
it happens is a vibrant eld of research. This
brief essay is a personal re ection on some of
the issues involved in how to think about what
we read.
Meaning
Reading means paying attention and working
out appropriate meaning. Reading primarily
means reading books. But it may also mean
reading signs in general. It could mean
reading faces or reading people. Yet, the act of
reading basically means observing signs and
arranging them in a pattern which makes
sense. Every sign embodies a sense or a value.
But that value is hardly self evident. The act of
reading involves recognition of those signs
and organising them in mind in a way that the
intended sense is visible and communicable.
It means that reading makes meaning out of
symbols in such a way that a sign becomes
meaningful for the reader as also for others
she communicates with.

Why read?
Reading, therefore, is decoding. Reading is
necessary because it teaches a sort of coding
and decoding. A poem, for instance, may
make ordinar y words carr y unfamiliar
meanings. It then teaches a reader new
meanings of a familiar word. The same applies
to other genres of literature, such as ction or
reportage or travelogue. All of them expose
the reader to new ways of making meaning or
to a broader range of possibilities.
Reading and possibilities
A reader therefore is likely to be familiar with
more possibilities and situations than a non
reader. A reader of novels, for instance, may be
familiar with many kinds of human characters
without actually meeting them in person.
Reading prepares an individual for unfamiliar
experiences. It exposes the reader to
imaginary characters who may not appear
before her in real life. Two advantages follow.
One, the reader learns of others' experiences.
It makes her more resourceful, because she
gets to learn of new people. Two, reading
exposes her to people or places totally
unfamiliar. A reader is always more likely to
understand the others more, because she may
have already met people like that in books.

Reading and pro ts
Reading makes the unfamiliar
familiar. It introduces the reader
to places she does not visit, or
events she cannot reach. It
presents before her knowledge
that bears years or hard work and
research carried out by someone
else. This way, reading oﬀers
access to new frontiers of
knowledge and understanding.
In so doing, it directly enriches the
immediate reader. Moreover, it
indirectly empowers those who
the reader shares the story with.
Reading is not merely an
individual advance. It is to that
ex te nt a s o c i a l a d va n ce. I t
expands the capacity to think.
Capacity to think
Capacity to think means the
deepening and widening the
ability of an individual to process
data. Thinking is the mental
process that organises received
data into a stable meaning. It is a
necessary tool to be alive and well
in life. But thinking also means
working out, and trying out
diﬀerent possibilities in the mind.
It is to that extent a skill and may
be improved with practice, over
time.
What use?
Why improve the capacity to
think? Simple; to know more and
know wisely. Thinking is at heart a
game of pattern formation and
recognition. Nothing is
transparent, that is, nothing
makes meaning by itself, a

meaning that is clear to everyone
everywhere at all times. Meanings
or words or numbers or images
are always and ever y where
conditioned by cultural, social,
economic, political, personal, and
linguistic and several other
contexts.
Without suﬃcient knowledge of
these contexts, we misread signs
and misunderstand people. Let us
take an example. There are
cultures where hugging a
stranger may be a gesture of
warmth. In others it may mean
over enthusiasm. The act of
hugging per se has no intrinsic or
totally self evident meaning,
therefore. The meaning depends
on who is making it, and how she
comes to making it. We read
intent from a physical
p e r fo r m a n ce. H u g gi n g i s a
physical performance. If the
individual who hugs is unfamiliar,
or the individual being hugged,
there is every chance that they
may misunderstand the intent,
and form an unfavourable
impression.
Thinking is cultivation of
sensitivity to how others are
diﬀerent yet not necessarily evil.
Reading enriches thinking and
v i c e ve r s a . I t i s a b s o l u t e l y
necessary to practice both, for the
simple reason that they make
readers and thinkers better
equipped to face life challenges.

USLM EDII Visit
th

th

(11 to 13 February 2019)

Unitedworld School of Liberal Ar ts and Mass
Communications (USLM) participated in a three day
workshop at the Entrepreneurship Development
Institute of India (EDII), Ahmedabad, from 11th to 13th
February 2019. The workshop aimed at inculcating
entrepreneurship skills among the students of the
USLM. The workshop was organized by diﬀerent faculty
and subject experts roped in by EDII. The speakers
engaged with the students and shared their experience
and know-how in the eld of entrepreneurship. Several
workshop activities and exercises were conducted by
the faculty at EDII for the students. Students of the USLM
found the workshop interesting and they enjoyed their

engagement and group discussions with the faculty.
On the rst day the students were introduced to the
concept of entrepreneurship. This session was about
successful enterprises and the reasons behind their
success. An interesting session was taken by Prof. Satya
Acharya, where he shared his knowledge about

entrepreneurs, enterprise, and entrepreneurship. He
discussed their de nitions and diﬀerences. Prof.
Chandan Chatterjee, analyzed the idea of 'Make in India'
and other terms related to it like 'Made in India' and
'Made by India'. He further discussed the diﬀerence and
the meaning of these terms. Prof. Kavita Saxena, ended
the rst day's session. She discussed about the business
model canvas and the diﬀerent types of resources. She
gave nine elements of the business model canvas.
On the second day Dr. Lalit Sharma, Ph.D. in
Entrepreneurship, discussed the skills and techniques
employed by some successful business people. He
conducted an exercise in which the students formed
groups and they made a product out of the given paper

material. Later, they had to make an attempt to sell it to
Dr. Sharma. Dr. Sharma assessed the products and
discussed the shortcomings of the diﬀerent groups. He
assessed their skills in marketing and sales. The nal
session of the second day was conducted by Prof. Milan
Pandya on Design Thinking. He explained the design
thinking process in ve steps. The students learned
about many possible ways of tackling with diﬀerent
design thinking problems. The students' groups
discussed their own business models on these themes.
On the third and the last day the students were lead in
the rst session by Mr. Mayank Patel, Business Expert. He
laid emphasis on the scalability of business in early start
ups and later on discussed about the various traditional
concepts of business. For instance, Minimum Viable
Product (MVP). Mr. Patel discussed about the challenges
that many business entity may face. The students also
expressed their understanding about the challenges a
start up may face. The post lunch session was taken by

Mr. Amarpreet Singh. He discussed on the topic of idea
creation and then conducted an exercise which was
aimed at discussing the idea of removing blockages that
cause obstruction to coming of ideas in the minds of the
young. A task exercise was given to the students.
In the last session, the students of USLM displayed their
start up ideas in six groups i.e. (A, B, C, D, E, & F) through
PowerPoint presentations in front of a jury headed by Dr.
Kavita Saxena. Group F secured the rst position. They
came up with a start up plan of home tuitions. With this
the workshop came to an end.
The workshop organized by EDII gave the students of
USLM a deep insight in the eld of entrepreneurship. It
was a great learning experience for them.
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