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Our house is on ﬁre!
- By Riva Patel

Adjunct Faculty - Unitedworld School of Liberal Arts and Mass Communication

Greta Thunberg was an awkward 15 year old
when she rst staged a protest with a few friends
against her government’s indiﬀerence to climate
change outside the Swedish Parliament in
2018. She began spending every Friday in a
similar fashion, holding up, her now iconic, sign
in black capital letters on white: SKOLSTREJK
FÖR KLIMATET (“School Strike for Climate”).
Fast forward to August 2019, she stepped oﬀ the
Malizia II — a 60-foot racing yacht owned
by the royal family of Monaco to address a crowd
of thousands who had gathered there to
witness her zero carbon emission journey of 2
weeks across the Atlantic to attend a UN climate

summit. She has grown from a wobbly legged
teenager to commanding a global army of
teenagers and waging an unapologetic war
against the government’s of the world. Her only
a m m u n i t i o n fo r t h i s wa r i s u n fe t te re d
generational shame.
It may come across as hyperbolic to some, seeing
as there is no determined global course for
climate action yet, but for now Greta has
achieved far more in so little time than any other
activist in political history. Due credit goes to the
age of social media which has made Greta a
generational icon that symbolises the climate
crisis.

Greta was speaking at the UN’s climate change conference in Poland within months of her rst
strike, berating the gathered dignitaries for their sel shness :
You only speak of green eternal economic growth because you are too scared of
being unpopular. You only talk about moving forward with the same bad ideas that
got us into this mess, even when the only sensible thing to do is pull the emergency
brake. You are not mature enough to tell it like it is. Even that burden you leave to
us children. But I don’t care about being popular. I care about climate justice and
the living planet. Our civilization is being sacri ced for the opportunity of a very
small number of people to continue making enormous amounts of money.
Her language may seem very direct, uncomfortably so, but her Asperger’s condition made for
a blank, at delivery which had a far greater impact than most ery orators.
The year 2078, I will celebrate my 75th birthday. If I have children, maybe they
will spend that day with me. Maybe they will ask me about you. Maybe they will
ask why you didn’t do anything while there still was time to act. You say you love
your children above all else, and yet you are stealing their future in front of their
very eyes.
Emboldened by the growing international support, especially from children her age who were
now holding regular strikes in their own countries, a month later she was at Davos, addressing
the World Economic Forum:
Adults keep saying we owe it to the young people to give them hope. But I don’t
want your hope. I don’t want you to be hopeful; I want you to panic. I want you to
feel the fear I feel every day. And then I want you to act, I want you to act as you
would in a crisis. I want you to act as if the house was on re, because it is.

Inspired by her, an estimated 1.4 million children staged a school walkout globally in March
this year- 1,50,000 students in Qubec, 200,000 in Italy, and 300,000 in Germany. The strikes
spread to Paris, Sydney and Melbourne, Brussels and London and Lisbon, Washington D.C.
and San Francisco, Ghana and Cape Town, Seoul and Taipei, New Delhi and Philippines,
Kenya, Edinburgh, Namibia, Prague and Tokyo. Greta, who had just turned 16, led her army
from Stockholm.
In September,, she confronted heads of state at a UN Summit. The speech has made her a
favorite to win this year’s Nobel Peace Prize:

This is all wrong. I shouldn't be up here. I should be back in school on the other
side of the ocean. Yet you all come to us young people for hope. How dare you!
“You have stolen my dreams and my childhood with your empty words. People are
suﬀering, people are dying, entire ecosystems are collapsing. We are at the
beginning of a mass extinction and all you can talk about is money and fairy tales
of endless economic growth. How dare you!
It thus has been a dizzying year for climate action, as world governments scramble to
accommodate the ood of public concern. The protestor’s call for climate action has instilled
a sense of new urgency. The EU has pledged to allocate a quarter of their budget on climate
mitigation, and the British Parliament, in spite of being overwhelmed with Brexit drama, voted
to zero out carbon emissions by 2050 while declaring a climate emergency.
Many such pledges may only remain on paper, as all negotiations on climate change till date
have proved to be. Donald Trump left the event after 15 minutes, Merkel could not promise to
stop coal mining before 2038 and China downright refused to make any changes to combat
global warming. However, in the face of all the criticism and trolling she copes with, Greta
Thunberg has proved that no one is too small to make a diﬀerence.

Dear Lipstick
Dear lipstick,
It isn't your fault.
Your shade de nes a girl's character,
What a shame on our mentalities.
They'd prejudice HER on the basis of how dark you look on her lips.
Oh society, why so quick to judge her?
How wrong I was thinking that you add beauty to a woman's face.
They made me realize that all you do is give a de nition of her
character.
Never mind, it isn't your fault.
Our society won't respect her choices
Cause now, we even judge colors.
-Rajvi Dholakia.
Sem 1, (USLM)

MOONCHILD
She liked the moon be
cause,
Mysteries of the universe;
Hidden in its soul like herself,
It shined its brightest
When no one was around to see
- By Krushi Patel
Sem 1, USLM

Gender and Progress
- Yuvraj Singh Mann
Semester 1 student, USLM

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru said "To awaken the people, it is
the women who must be awakened. Once she is on the
move, the family moves, the village moves, the nation
moves".
In order to empower women of our country, we need to
ght the demons like dowry system, illiteracy, sexual
harassment, inequality, female infanticide, domestic
violence, rape, prostitution, illegal traﬃcking and other
issues that compromise women's rights and promote their
exploitation in our society. Gender discrimination brings
with it cultural, social, economic, and educational
decadence which pushes a country back in terms of
progress.
The most eﬀective way to ght this malaise is included in
our constitution which grants women of our country "Right
to Equality ”. Gender equality facilitates women
empowerment all over the country. To meet the objective
of women empowerment, gender equality should be
promoted in each and every family, and these values
should be instilled in coming generation from their
childhood.

108th Constitutional Amendment Bill (also called Women's
Reservation Bill) was passed to reserve one-third of the
seats for women in the Lok-Sabha. This privilege is
extended to other elds also. However, this is not enough.
There needs to be an awareness campaign that can reach
out women and inform them of their rights. This is
extremely important if our girls are to survive the cultural
practices of female infanticide and other traditions that
humiliate them as individuals and treat them as a
commodity.
Women empowerment is a complex issue which should
not only look at their physical well-being, but also their
psychological and social well-being. More needs to be
done in order to change the mindset of our society where
discrimination is entrenched in all walks of life. Government
of India has taken various steps to address this issue by
working at various levels and safe-guarding our women
from violence and discrimination. We still have a long way
to go before our women are cognizant of their rights, and
the mindset of our people is changed to see women as
equal to men.

Events
GULABI GANG
The Student Council is back with its third season of Conversation@ KU with a bang! The season's rst visitors were the very
special GULABI GANG. Karnavati University was delighted to host Sampat Pal, the founder and leader of the gang came
along with her daughters, grand daughter and daughter in law. The session was anchored by USLM student, Disha Puwar
and moderated by Ms. Preeti Das, additional director, USLM. The women graced the session in their characteristic bright
pink sarees and lathis and shared their amazing story of ghting injustice through the Gulabi Gang. They had some
amazing insights about how important women empowerment and self dependence is in the patriarchal society. The
students were left in splits listening to the feisty Sampat Pal, as she broke into songs, interesting stories and shared her
awe-inspiring story in a playful and humorous way!

KU's Univation Head shares insights
on Media Activation and Events
The students of Unitedworld School of Liberal Arts & Mass Communication (USLM) were in for a treat today as they
experienced one of the most insightful and interesting talks on 'media activations and events as a business' by Mr.
Shivendra Shrivastava, Head of Univation (The activation wing of Karnavati University).
Mr. Shivendra, a thought leader and visionary professional in his own right, took the students through his exciting and
successful professional journey wherein he discussed client acquisition, problem-solving techniques, ATL & BTL activities,
event planning strategies and much more. Through a wonderful audio-visual presentation, he showed how his name got
mentioned in Limca Book of Records for his outstanding contributions in media activation for a renowned car company.
The students got engrossed in the interactive talk, taking notes and asking crucial questions.

Workshop on Managing Energy and Emotions
-Straight from the heart !
Do we think and respond through our heart or brain? It is popular belief that brain controls all our thoughts and actions.
This myth was busted by Ms Riri Trivedi and Mr Gunjan Trivedi who scienti cally demonstrated – with the help of modern
equipments - that by controlling heart beats one can control which part of your brain gets activated, so that one can
stuimulate a desired response. They also discussed diﬀerent forms of intelligence that one possesses within and out of
body; classi ed as 'Panch Kosha'.
Theme of the workshop was '' Managing energy and Emotions" which was conducted on September 27, 2019. The
workshop was aimed at understanding mind-body coherence through various techniques one of which is breathing
technique. They talked about the importance of positive thinking and maintaining balance between mind and body. The
workshop also involved a demo of positive and negative thoughts; and their in uence on one's body.
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