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Writing is a slow and lonely job:
Chetan Bhagat
Students Niddhi Rathi, Riya Vala and Nitesh Sangtani in conversation with Chetan Bhagat
“I do anything that makes me happy. A lot of
people don't like me, but many others do. I know
that because my books sell. I believe in numbers.
I have a banking background and I believe in
selling my own brand.”
Says who?
You guessed it right.
Yes, Chetan Bhagat, the banker turned
bestselling author, public speaker and
screenplay writer was in our campus recently. In
his latest venture, Bhagat is playing the celebrity
host of the rst ever web series on leaders in the
domain of education – 'Education Evangelist of
India'. The shooting of this series brought the
writer to KU for a week. It was during this visit
that the students got a chance to interact with
him. While a group of mass communication
students got to work with his team, another
group from United World School of Liberal Arts
and Mass Communication grabbed an exclusive

interview of Bhagat after he addressed the entire
university on the 3rd of October, 2019.
The team of students who worked with his team
on the camera were extremely excited after the
event. According to them, practical exposure to
the 'behind the scenes' job turned out to be a
great learning experience. A Media Major
student, Aqib Pathan said, “I learnt how to
manage a huge assignment in a short span of
time. Bhagat and his team were extremely calm
and professional. I also made some contacts
which I'm pretty sure will help me in setting my
foot in this profession.” This team of interviewers
also experienced the extremely professional
team while waiting on the sets for Bhagat to talk
them. Here are some excerpts from the
conversation that the team earned at the end of
their waiting time.

numbers are signi cant to me.
This helps me to relate to those
years and also the characters.
Well, this is also, sign of me
being a nerd (chuckles a little).
After all I have really studied in
those institutes guys. Lives in
those institutes make you get
involved with numbers.”
After earning engineering and
management degrees and also
enjoying a high pro le banking
job, what inspired you to
become a writer?

behind you doing a particular
thing. Then you will
automatically realize that there
are better things to do than just
being bothered with trolling.”
Writer, motivational speaker,
reality show judge and now
hosting a chat show– you have
never restricted yourself to any
speci c eld. How does it feel to
be who you are today?

This reminds us, the titles of
many of your books include
numbers. Is it planned or just a
coincidence?

“The story of my life has all the
ingredients of a middle class
boy's success story. But earning
in dollars was not enough to
make me happy. So I had to
rethink and rewrite the story. I
tried to nd out, what makes
me happy. That is how my mind
went back to the college days. I
was thinking of the life in IIT
hostel. Then suddenly I found
my s e l f w r i t i n g a b o u t my
friends.”

“Just taking life as it comes. I'm
trying to make a diﬀerence in
the lives of my readers. They
also wanted to learn how I
prepared for my exams and
how I get motivated. Initially I
thought of never using my IIT
degree again. But I changed my
mind later. I am using it to
motivate people. They want to
know how to study, how to
prepare and set their goals. So,
by doing this, I feel I am adding
more value to my readers.
Moreover, I feel this will make
me more successful as well.”

It is not uncommon to be
trolled and face online bullying.
How do you deal with that?

So is there anything in
particular that you look forward
to in the near future?

“Coming from an engineering
and marketing background,

“Just focus on your work and
your goal. Think of the reason

How does it feel to be back in
Ahmedabad?
“Ahmedabad is always very
special to me. I've studied here,
I found my wife here... lots of
connections and memories.
Many of my stories are also set
in Ahmedabad. If you would
remember, Kai Po Che, The 3
Mistakes of My Life and 2 states
h a v e A h m e d a b a d
connections.”

“I've told myself that I won't do anything that I don't
enjoy. People ask me what it is that you enjoy about
your success. It is that I can do whatever I want. I
love writing the most. But writing is a slow and
lonely job. So I like doing other things. It allows me
to connect to the surroundings. It is such work that
brought me to Karnavati University and thus I got
to meet the students. Had I not taken up such
assignments, I would just sit back at home and
write.”
You've said that you want to bring about social
change through your books. Do you wish to say

something on this?
“Some message has to be there that makes a book a
little bigger than just a fun love story. Many times I
got to learn that people have distributed copies of
my books. I know several people, who distributed
copies of 2 States to the guests at a wedding.”
The conversation was supposed to roll on with a
couple of more questions, but it was 'sel e time'.
Enthusiasm interrupted the ow and thus the
interviewers too joined the team of 'sel e seekers'
for photo sessions with the celebrity guest.

USLM students visit school for HIV+ kids
- Sunaina Chopra
Sem-3, USLM
Students of Liberal Arts (Sem-3) visited special
school for HIV kids, in September, 2019. This place is
home to around 38 kids, between 15-18 years age,
who are diagnosed as HIV positive. Liberal Arts
students were accompanied by Professor Preeti
Nakhat, who had planned this visit as part of her
course – Social Psychology. The objective of this
visit was to look for insights about HIV positive kids,
as to how they negotiate through their daily lives.
Various stereotypes associated with HIV are
perpetuated in our society: One should stay away
from a HIV positive person; avoid touching them, as
HIV might spread through touch or by being
around them; all of this is false. At this special
school we never felt that we were around HIV kids.
They were full of enthusiasm, and welcomed us all
with beautiful smiles. We played cricket, football,
kabaddi and passing the parcel with them. We also
sang and danced with them. The children of this
school demonstrated great courage in their daily
lives; while there was no certainty about their life –
things could go downwards for them anytime. It
made a lot of us re ect on how we approach our
own life – a small super cial injury could make us

lose our sleep; the positivity of these kids was quick
to rub on us.
Supervisor at this special school, educated us on
HIV, how it is spread, how it is inherited etc. It was
only then we realized that our notions about HIV
were false and baseless. He also shared how these
kids missed their families, and would sometimes
try to run away from school to be with their parents.
He also informed us that some of the care-givers at
the school were themselves HIV positive.
Social Psychology course explores how we
understand others and self in terms of attitude,
prejudice, social cognition etc. I believe this visit
has helped us to understand the topic better and
provided links to other topics in the course as well.
After spending some quality time with these
children, we all thought that it was really a good
idea to do a visit like this, as it exposed us to real
world challenges. We could see how concepts
could be applied in real world, and how our notions
of perception, empathy etc nd deeper meanings
in the eld of social psychology. It was also a lot of
fun!

Saath Foundation organizes
a seminar on Mental Health at USLM
- Kanishk Tejura
FY-Sem-1
United World School of Liberal Arts and Mass
Communication (USLM) in association with Saath
Foundation organized a seminar on 'Mental
Health and Youth' on October 21, 2019. The
event was graced by Ms Nishmin Marshal,
Director, Saath Foundation; and Mr Shounak
Vyas, popular actor in Gujarati Film Industry, who
also spoke on the occasion.
Saath Foundation is a United Nations (UN)
recognized NGO based out of Ahmedabad,
primarily working in the area of suicide
prevention. It has 401 member-centers in 38
countries with 31,000 trained volunteers across
the world.

Ms Nishmin Marshal spoke about mental illness,
depression, self-con dence and other
psychological issues plaguing the young
generation in the country. Mr Shounak Vyas,
talked about his own battle with mental illness,
and his coping strategies that helped him to lead
a normal and productive life. He stressed on the
importance of positivity in one's life, and the
need to consciously seek it every day while
ghting the battle of mental illness. The seminar
was insightful and illuminating; it also sensitized
us to the challenges of mental illness, while
suggesting coping strategies to face this
epidemic.

THEM
As the excited hearts soared high,
The rocket sped into the sky.
So glorious, so wild and free,
A miracle for all to see.
They cheered, they cried,
They clapped their hands,
As genius of man demands.
A spark, a ame, a mighty blast,
Dreams of lifetime fading fast.
As swirling smoking particles,
Disappear beneath the waves,
Courageous souls taking their ight,
Above their cold unmarked graves.
Soar on; y high into the blue ethereal sky,
Bodies may disappear under the foam,
But faithful hearts are going home!
By Dhvani Mehta
Sem 1, USLM

USLM student recognized by
CSYP for her contribution

USLM's Semester 5 student, Yashita Chawla was acknowledged as secretariat for her
contribution as head of logistics and also a parliamentarian at the Chatrra Sansad Youth
Parliament (CSYP) recently.
CSYP is an organization that conducts Youth Parliaments or MUNs in the Gujarat circuit. On 4th
5th and 6th of October, the organization had its conference at Navkar Public School,
Navrangpura. This was the rst chapter of Ahmedabad edition, 2019.

Our Experience at AmulFed Dairy
- Yuvraj Singh Mann
USLM SEM 1
AmulFed dairy is a great place to visit, it opens
one up to the massive scale of the dairy industry
in our country. The production plant near Bhat
village, Gandhinagar is still under construction
and partially operational at this stage. Upon
completion, this plant will become one of the
largest dairy processing units in the world. This
eld visit was a good learning experience for all of
us – FY students, USLM. The batch was super
excited at the idea of visiting the production
plant of AmulFed dairy. The batch was divided
into two groups, and each group took turns to
visit the factory on October 23 and 24, 2019.
We are thankful to Ms. Bijal Bhatt – employee at
AmulFed Dairy - who took us through a guided

tour of the production plant, and explained the
role and workings of diﬀerent machines and
departments at the site. We were impressed by
the scale and the safety measures deployed at
the plant. Safety instructions were put up
everywhere for the employees as well as visitors
to maintain the hygiene levels and safety
standards to bene t everyone on the site.
AmulFed Dairy products are completely organic,
and free of chemicals. This visit also gave us an
insight into the most consumed item in our daily
lives. We are happy that such a trip was organized
by the department, and thank Prof Preeti Nakhat
for coming along with us on this eld visit.

“Relooking at Gandhi's The Monkey Nuisance
and Some Contemporary Developments in
Animal Philosophy: A Time-Binding Perspective”*
Dr. Udayprakash Sharma**
Gandhi is someone who is looked upon or is
referred to as the epitome of the 'good' a human
being can achieve; or rather surpass this
beingness and become super human being i.e.
Mahatma. Political leaders, contemporary as well
as of the past have urged and prescribed the
masses to follow Gandhi's ideas of morality,
ethics and spirituality. Gandhi is seen as the torch
b e a re r o f n o n -v i o l e n ce. We h ave m a ny
interpretations of Gandhi available today.
Gandhi's ideas are uid enough to be moulded
into any particular idea/ideology and be
exploited as a supporting foundation for such an
idea/ideology. Gandhi is seen as a feminist, father
of the nation, patriot, freedom ghter,
postmodernist, political philosopher, Marxist,
cosmopolitan etc.
In my paper titled: “Relooking at Gandhi's The
Monkey Nuisance and Some Contemporary
Developments in Animal Philosophy: A TimeBinding Perspective”, Anekaant: A Journal of
Polysemic Thought, Issue No.7 Spring 2017-18,
pp. 63-73. ISSN: 2320-6195*, I have relooked at
Gandhi's idea of violence and animal philosophy

where he justi es the killing of some animals
which devour human lives. I have also tried to
search for the category or species of animals
which Gandhi considered as sacred and therefore
excluded them from being killed.
Gandhi's ideas of violence on few kinds of
animals and its justi cation appears to be
discriminatory when we relook at it from the new
perspectives that have developed in the
discipline of animal philosophy and which
argues that even animals do have moral lives just
like human beings which Gandhi holds as near
and dear to his heart. Gandhi supports the
human over non-human. Was Gandhi right in
doing so then and today? Can we accept Gandhi's
ideas of killing particular species of animals as
justi ed today? Can non-human and their lives
be sacri ced for the sake of human? This paper
compares Gandhi's ideas of animal philosophy
and vegetarianism and presents it in the new
light with contemporary thoughts in animal
philosophy.

* Article titled: “Relooking at Gandhi's The Monkey Nuisance and Some Contemporary Developments in
Animal Philosophy: A Time-Binding Perspective” by Dr. Udayprakash Sharma in Anekaant: A Journal of
Polysemic Thought, Issue No.7 Spring 2017-18, pp. 63-73. ISSN: 2320-6195.
**Assistant Professor, Unitedworld School of Liberal Arts and Mass Communication, Karnavati University,
Gandhinagar.

USLM's Mass Communication students
visit 3 leading media organizations
- Tanisha Vyas (Semester-3, Mass Communication, USLM)
The day-long visit on October 22, 2019 for the
2nd year Liberal Arts and Mass Communication
students (from Unitedworld School of Liberal
Arts and Mass Communication, Karnavati
University) to three media organisations was a
great learning curve. The day, which started on an
exciting note, concluded on a promising note.
It all started with a 35-minutes engrossing
interaction with the Editor - I Am Gujarat
(www.iamgujarat.com, a news website). It was
followed by an hour–long detailed openconversation on various aspects of journalism

with some of the senior journalists at NavGuajrat
Samay (NGS). Finally the newspaper Editor gave a
quick but all-important pep-talk and head start in
the eld of journalism.
The day closed with another hour-long session
with one of the most senior The Times of India
(Ahmedabad) journalists in Ahmedabad
followed by the newspaper's Resident Editor
having a friendly interaction, inviting students
with internship opportunities, with future media
students.

www.karnavatiuniversity.edu.in/uslm

