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The Person Behind The #

Chris 
Messina: 

Chris said that “hashtag” is simply a 
symbol “#” found on every mobile phones 
and personal computers. But it is also a 
typographic hack known to start a trend or 
a callout by various social platforms, 
including Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, 
LinkedIn etc. Citing a few examples, he 
said that people generally use different 
hashtags to describe a theme, for 
example, “#FamLoveForever” to express 
love for one’s family, or “#MeToo” for a 
widespread protest against abuse. 
As Chris interacted with the students, he 
briefly introduced them to what a 
“hashtag” is and how it made him 
popular. He said that despite being an 
engineering student he was interested in 
“design communication”. 

Chris said that the value of a hashtag depends on the way it 
is posted or what it states. He said it can be illegal if it is used 
to propagate something violent or inappropriate. 

Students were also curious to know about Quantum 
Computing and Artificial Intelligence (AI). Chris said that the 
idea of AI is really good but there is always a problem for 
software designers or engineers. They can’t make such AI 
which can know someone perfectly just by recognizing 
her/his activities. Every AI, such as Alexa or Siri, needs to 
collect some data or information about the person using it or 
interacting with it.  He said that human beings have always 
felt insecure about sharing their personal information with AI 
software. Therefore, there’s no possibility yet to design a 
perfect human-based AI, which can be one’s companion. 
Similarly, humans can’t even just crash like a softwareor a 
personal computer, he contradicted funnily saying, “Wait! Let 
me process. I gotta reboot.”

Chris ended the session with the question as to why he 
hadn’t patented the “hashtag”. He said it would be a bad 
idea as it would be “less adaptive” if he starts charging $5 to 
any individual using hashtag. The idea won’t be successful 
then. He wanted this idea to help everyone and let it become 
popular automatically.The session ended with a group 
picture of Chris, USLM students and faculties. 

Christopher Messina, the brain behind the “Hashtag”, was in 
Karnavati University to interact with the students of 
Unitedworld School of Journalism and Mass Communication, 
on January 22, 2020. Christopher, popularly known as Chris, 
is said to be the man who led to the great “hashtag 
revolution” on various social media platforms. 

Soon after the introductory session was over, Chris answered 
the questions from the students. Replying to a question, 
“What did people use before the ‘hashtag’ was invented?” 
he said that people used to just copy the tweeted or posted 
content to their account and repost the similar ones. The 
“hashtag” was invented in 2007 to categorise such people 
into a large group.To the question, “Whether there is 
something like illegal hashtag?”



By: Devanshi Madaan, Semester IV, USLM

Analysis Of 

Delhi Election 
Results 2020

The Unitedworld School of Liberal Arts and 
Mass Communication (USLM) conducted an 
open discussion to analyse the results of Delhi 
elections held on February 11, 2020. The 
session was proposed by the students, for the 
students. It was an interactive session between 
the panel and the audience. 

Ms.RashmiChouhan, Assistant Professor, 
USLM, Yuvraj Singh, a second semester 
student and TanayaAhuja, a fourth semester 
student, presided over the session. There were 
two panels who discussed the live results of 
the polls besides interacting with the audience 
on the various aspects of the elections. 
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Ms.RashmiChouhan, Assistant Professor, USLM, Yuvraj 
Singh, a second semester student and TanayaAhuja, a 
fourth semester student, presided over the session. There 
were two panels who discussed the live results of the 
polls besides interacting with the audience on the various 
aspects of the elections. 

Panel I
Among the speakers in the first panel were 
the faculties — Prof. AnirbanBandyopadhyay, 
Prof. Udayprakash Sharma and Prof. Lolita 
Dutta. The students, who were part of the 
panel, were TanayaAhuja and 
RonakkTijoriwala, among others. The 
excitement among the audience and the 
panel was as obvious as the result, thanks to 
the exit polls. As the analysis and the 
discussion got more engaging, Prof. Sharma 
mentioned the “conflict of power” between 
the two opposing governments — one 
governing the entire country and the other 
the capital city. He elaborated on the reasons 
leading to the victory of the AamAadmi Party, 
mainly focusing on how middle classes 
benefited from subsidies. Agreeing to this, 
another panelistTanayasaid how the 
BhartiyaJanata Party (BJP) lagged behind in 
doing such works. 
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Panel II
AThe second session started with a volley of 
questions from the audience. The mediator of the 
session was TanayaAhuja. The panel included 
Assistant Professor Arvind Kumar, and 
studentsYuvraj Singh, Nitesh and AtharvaMuley. 
The discussion revolved mainly around the 
ShaheenBaug protest in Delhi, and the current 
situation in the state. Questions were also raised 
about the previous promises made by AAP and the 
ones not fulfilled. 

The session in its entirety was very informative. 
Such panel discussions and analysis help give its 
audience a better perspective. It was a very 
engaging session indeed. 

Prof. Lolita Dutta, who had lived in Delhi for over 
55 years, took a neutral stand stating that she is 
not inclined towards the political parties but the 
governance. She added that AAP did bring in a 
positive change in Delhi. 

Ronakk Tijoriwala spoke on how BJP progressed in 
terms of gaining more seats in the elections. “The 
gap between the two parties is reducing,” he said. 
He also added that the BJP tried to stir the 
emotions of the people in order to win the polls, 
but Delhi may go for “practical changes”. He 
hinted towards AAP. 
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Recently, I watched “Parasite”, an award-winning Korean movie by 
Bong Joon-Ho. The film cut open the invisible world — since many of 
us choose to ignore it — of class struggle. “Parasite”’s narrative was 
mundane and devoid of any anecdotal boundaries comparing the 
agonies of working class with that of the sheltered life of the 
aristocratic class or bourgeoisie. The movie was what the world is. It 
was no play between haves and have-nots or the exploiter and 
exploited. Neither did the movie intend to sympathize with the 
deprived lot nor critical of the opulent one. It was like an open book, 
throwing every-day facts on our face, compelling us to question those. 
Incidentally, I watched the movie at a time when I was also reading the 
famous Japanese author Haruki Muarakami’s “Norwegian Wood” set 
in late 1960s. And what I found were the striking similarities between 
the movie and the book. Midori was in “Norwegian Wood” what 
Ki-Jeongwas in “Parasite”. Both were working-class women, one set in 
Japan and the other in South Korea; one part of late 1960s and the 
other in 2010s/20s. Yet, they carried the same feeling of belonging to 
a world that was invisible or least understood — a working-class world 
relegated to dingy lanes, dark shanties and basements beyond the 
reach of our (privileged) eyes. 

By: :  Rashmi Chouhan, Assistant Professor, USLM

 MIDORI AND 
KI-JEONG 

Works of art, which can trigger our thought 
process, are a necessity. And they certainly 
can’t be overlooked at a time when fast, fake 
and superficial information rule.  That’s why 
we need masterpieces such as “Parasite” and 
“Norwegian Wood”, which have the capability 
to shake its admirers inside out, questioning 
the underlying realities of life. 



At one instance in the book, Midori asked the protagonist Toru 
Watanabe if he had read Karl Marx’s “Das Kapital”. He replied stating 
that one needs “the necessary intellectual apparatus” to read such a 
book. She goes on to tell Toru that she had constantly been ridiculed 
by her music club members for not understanding such works, and that 
she lacked “critical awareness of the class struggle”. But in actuality, I 
believe, it is only the Midoris and the Ki-Jeongs, the working-class 
gentry, who know and understand their world. 
As I relished both the works of art, I found them extremely topical, 
especially with respect to the current socio-political condition of the 
country. For those who ridicule people like Midori, it is a fact that 
philosophy, conceptualization and social theories are needed to trigger 
a revolutionary and a radical thought process. But merely a lip service 
or outrageous discussions by conscious (theoretically well-read) yet 
privileged ones can do no good. They have to go down to the 
marginalized world of Midoris and Ki-Jeongs to bring them to the 
mainstream. 
Today, the best of educational institutions may purportedly decry 
atrocities on the socially, communally and ethnically marginalized of 
the country, but how much of grassroots work do they do? Have they 
ever given a thought to the rural and impoverished Muslims in the 
hinterlands of the Kutch in Gujarat? (Their poverty will bleed their 
heart). Why do they not talk about the children in the red-light areas of 
Kamathipura, who struggle for their identity, forget being a Hindu or a 
Muslim? Have they worked to address the deaths due to poverty and 
malnutrition in Khandwa of Madhya Pradesh and KBK region of 
Odisha? Revolution is more than a protest and a public outcry. It’s NOT 
a “clarion call”, but a “call to action”. And it’s only the masterpieces 
like “Parasite” and “Norwegian Wood”, which open one’s eyes to such 
realities in a very practical manner.

What Kind Of Revolution Is It That Just 
Throws Up Big Words That Working-
Class People Can’t Understand?
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It was 21st of January, 2020, accompanying the twilight of 
the dusk, a troop of Karnavati University left the Ahmedabad 
Railway Station for the pink city. They were heading to unfold 
the magical trove of the city of Jaipur and experience the 
biggest Literature Festival in India. 

The journey, in itself, had much to offer. The group of 
students from different batches, accompanied by their 
Literature professor started rediscovering each other over 
rounds of snacks and chitchats. The UNO card games, 
inventing weird names of films to keep the dumb charades 
going and the ever witty jokes from fourth semester student 
added fun elements to it. 

By: - Khushi Shrivastav and Vivek Luhana, 
Semester II, USLM

The Lit Fest and Beyond

Jaipur 
Days: 
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Ultimately, it was the big day, 23rd Jan 
2020. The event commenced with placid 
morning music, conferring awakening to 
all the participants and visitors, by Nirali 
Kartik, a Hindustani classical vocalist from 
Mumbai. The 13th edition of this five days 
extraordinary event was a fusion of 
literature, politics, social events, 
economics and culture. Camped in the 
premises of historical Diggi Palace, fenced 
by the beauty of Jaipur, the festival 
unleashed the knowledge in parallel 
running sessions, which subtly nourished 
every mind attending it. Nitika Amin, a 
sixth semester student of USLM, thus 
commented, “each session was absolutely 
amazing and unique, one of their own 
kind.” 

Described as the ‘greatest show on Earth’, the Jaipur 
Literature Festival came up with this perfect opportunity 
which staged this passion for life, literature, lexicon and 
learning. Witnessing the unparalleled and extraordinary 
perspectives of world’s greatest thinkers, writers, 
humanitarians, politicians, sports people and entertainers 
revived us for the exploration and creation of a life meant 
for us. This year, the event stretched over 5 days 
(23rd-27th January 2020) of enchanting and hypnotizing 
speeches, dialogues, interviews, debate, discussions, eight 
curious souls of USLM, too ventured out on this journey, 
each with their own motives and aims, yet woven by the 
threads of literature. 



The menu books in the store was mouthwatering as 
well. From international delicacies to the local delights 
in form of dialogues, poetry durbar, politically heated 
statements, and stories exigent upon societal and 
cultural revolutions. Even the impending future didn't 
lack astonishing us with the sessions like ‘How to Judge 
a Book’ with K. R Meera, Pradip Krishen and Parvati 
Sharma in conversation and ‘Asia Rising’ with Bruno 
Maçães, Shivshankar Menon and Deepak Nayyar in 
conversation with journalist Suhasini Haidar. Another 
soul catching session was ‘Thinking Aloud’ with Prasson 
Joshi, an acclaimed lyricist and author, in conversation 
with actor and theatre person Vani Tripathi Tikoo. Their 
conversation on culture, cinema and social narratives 
enchanted us. Another sixth semester student of USLM, 
Nidhi Rathi thus opined, “It appears that the fest caters 
well to all domain of education.” The rest of the 
participants agreed with her, too. The wide range of 
topics of discussion that the fest covered and the 
representatives of various field of knowledge that we go 
to meet there was something to be cherished for life.   

The Jaipur trip was not limited to the 
‘educational’ literature festival 
though. From strolling through the 
alleys of Johari Bazar to clicking 
photos in front of the historical Hawa 
Mahal– the group did it all. The fort 
hopping day trip too was a 
memorable one, when Suchandra 
ma’am discussed facts and 
perspectives of history with us. The 
days of intellectual exercise were 
followed by interesting evenings too. 
Riya Vala and Nirali Shodhan’s 
research guided the troop to pretty 
interesting cafes and eateries for 
dinners in the pink city. 
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By: - Yashswi Dave and Riya Rajani 
Sem 4, Mass Communication, USLM
Photos By Kanishk Tejura, Sem 2, USLM

Asking Questions Is An 
Essential Part Of Life:

Avni Sethi
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Kathak practitioner and the founder of 
Conflictorium, Avni Sethi visited USLM on 
February 8, 2020 and spoke about understanding 
feminism through art. “There is a distinct 
relationship between femininity and its 
vulnerability and the masculine has not embraced 
it”, she said. The trained Kathak practitioner 
dressed up in a beautiful, flared white Anarkali 
and had her hair plaited beautifully in a braid. 
Avni shared a lot of stories and opened students’ 
eyes by sharing her ‘vast and very’ experience. 
Out of a lot of stories one of the stories which hit 
my mind was about the place Karbala. 

Karbala is a place where a battle took place in the 
past and many, many people died during that 
battle. There were two armies who fought at that 
place one was Imam Hussain’s army against the 
Yazid army from which the Yazid army won the 
battle against the Hussain’s army. From then the 
Moharram which takes place in the Muslim 
religion is for mourning for Karbala. The battle is 
celebrated during an annual ten-day period 
during the Islamic month of Moharram by Shia, 
ending on tenth day of the month, known as the 
Day of Ashura. On this day, Shia Muslims mourn, 
hold public parades, organize religious gathering, 
beat their chests and in some cases self-flagellate. 
Avni Sethi further talks about the term ‘Thumri’. 
Sethi explains the term that what is a Thumri, it is 
a vocal genre or style of Indian music.The term 
‘Thumri’ is derived from the Hindi word 
Thumakna, which means to walk with dancing 
steps so as to make the ankle-bells tinkle. After 
dancing beautifully on the song ‘ye tan tha 
tambure ka’ she talked about the time when she 
used to perform on the stage along with fellow 
dancers and ran out of breath at times but could 
not let it show on the stage while performing.  

Kabir- “tan tambure ka hai.” Avni Sethi 
said that, “Tanpura is divided into many 
different parts and it takes a lot of efforts 
to make a tanpura.” Further she describes 
on how hard it is to play a tanpura and 
said, “A tanpura looks like it is played 
really easily but only the players of the 
tanpura know how hard it is to play it. 
After describing about the nature of the 
tanpura, Avni beautifully danced on the 
song ‘ye tan tha tambure ka’, everyone 
was mesmerized by her beautiful Kathak 
performance and reciprocated with 
applause.
Avni Sethi helped us explore in various 
ways be it understanding the struggles of 
the Kathak dancers, learning different 
stories from around the past or how not to 
show the struggles on the face and show it 
to yourself which she called it to as 
backstage. Lastly Avni Sethi talked about 
the importance of asking questions. 
“Asking questions is an essential part of 
life because without asking questions you 
will remain in a doubt about anything 
which is not clear to you and that is why it 
is really important to ask questions and 
not to get ashamed by doing so,” she said.
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The Voice of Dissent

Avni Sethi:
By: Kinjal Rajput, Sem 4, 
Mass Communication, USLM

While talking about fighting hyper 
masculinity she said, “The laws and rules 
are often the reflection of where we are in 
the society. There was time when 377 
made sense to some people. The larger 
morality of the society was pushed by 
those who came out and stood up for 
their rights and changed the morality of 
the society through a law.”
Looking at the current scenario she 
added, the youth is getting too much 
advice. “It is important for the youth to 
remain young and fight for what they feel 
is right and be creative as they are,” she 
signed off.

Conflictorium always 
tries hard to have a 
politics that brings as 
many as point of views 
into the fold of the news 
and that can become 
very challenging. It’s 
important to look 
beyond the politics and 
still bring in very diverse 
point of views.

Avni is an interdisciplinary practitioner 
with her primary concern lying between 
the culture, memory, space and the body. 
Her performances are largely inspired by 
syncretic faith traditions as well as sites of 
contested narratives.
In an exclusive interview, she talked about 
the challenges, as a performer, and said, 
“When you’re used to consume culture in 
a particular way, alternative framework 
comes into picture.” She also talked about 
how culture and politics go hand in hand, 
culture practices have always been 
political anywhere in the world.



Unitedworld School of Liberal Arts & 
Mass Communication organized an 
educational visit to the University of 
Calicut, Kerala. The visit expanded from 
16th to 24thJanuary, 2020. A group of 
five students was accompanied by Dr. 
Preeti Nakhat, Assistant Professor of 
Psychology visited the University of 
Calicut in Kerala to understand some 
basics about the different fields of 
psychology and also visited other places 
in Kerala like Thrissur, Wayanad and 
Cochin to understand the cultural 
difference between Gujarat and Kerala.

The first day in Kerala was lighter with 
a visit to beach and enjoying the beautiful landscapes. On 
the next day we travelled to Thrissur to visit an NGO named 
ESAF. ESAF works for the development of children in the 
field of co-curricular in their state. We enjoyed a very 
informative session with them during which they explained 
their performance so far and what impact they have 
managed to make and their upcoming missions as well. We 
also visited a tribal community in a nearby village which is 
being assisted by ESAF for its development, where we 
interacted and indulged in playing games with the kids 
which was indeed a treat for the heart. Later in the day we 
went to see a temple and also witnessed some of their 
cultural practices.

After the day of learning about the academics and 
co-curricular status of the children in Kerala; the next day on 
19th of January we went to attend the second largest 
literature fest of our country i.e Kerala Literature Fest. The 
festival was set along the shores of the Arabian Sea by the 
beaches of Calicut. The theme of the fifth edition of the 
Kerala Literature Festival was environment and climate 
change. The fest included writers like Rajdeep Sardesai, 
Shashi Tharoor, William Dalrymple and Tony Joseph; some 
visionary poets such as Cheran, S Patmanathan, Chris 
Agee, Ari Sitas, Beita, Salma, Hemant Divate and well 
known speakers like Alka Pande, Subodh Kerkar and 
Kannan Sundaram. We also got to see some 
environmentalists like Madhav Gadgil and Vandana Shiva. 
There was a huge fair to promote the sale of the books, 
which involved all the genres but specifically including the 
books of the ones who were going to be there in the fest for 
the talk. After the fest, we ended our day by relaxing and 
seeing the very delighting sunset while sitting at the beach.
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By: - Yashvita Matta, Semester II, USLM

An Educational Trip To God’s Own Country

Psychology & Culture
Widening Horizon: 



The following two days, we were at the 
University of Calicut. We got exposure and learning in 
the department of Psychology. Visiting the Community 
Disability Management and Rehabilitation 
Programmes (CDMRP), Psychology Laboratory, expert 
talk by Dr.Baby Shari (Professor & HOD, Psychology), 
University of Calicut and theatre workshop were very 
informative and knowledge gaining. The 
interdisciplinary aspect of Psychology & Botany was 
easily introduced by the visit to botanical garden at 
the University. We got to interact with Kerala 
counterparts and share our stories. We ended our visit 
by visiting the department library which left us 
awestruck as we got to know that there are more than 
3000 books of Psychology. Overall, it was a 
productive visit to the University of Calicut.

On the 22nd of January which was our 
seventh day in Kerala, we started our road journey 
to Wayanad which was of three hours. According 
to our planned schedule we first went for trekking 
which was very exhilarating. It was around one 
and a half hour trek to the top resulting in a really 
beautiful view of the city. We did our breakfast on 
the top and then descended to the base. It was 
then followed by Kayaking in the Wayanad 
Adventure Camp, we rowed the boat around the 
lake in about 20 minutes during which we also 
enjoyed competing each other in races. After 
Kayaking, we went to see Banasura Sagar dam 
which was only around 15-20 minutes away. The 
calmly gushing water was a soothing sight for our 
eyes, the beauty is indescribable. We spent a few 
hours sitting there having coconut water and 
shopping a bit for ourselves. After that, we headed 
back to Cochin. It was pitching dark when we 
reached our hotel; we had our dinner and went to 
bed.

The last day was a buffer day or us. A day to wind 
down and relax. Therefore, the last day we stayed 
back at the hotel and slept to our heart's content. 
Well-rested it was the time to return. The same 
night we had our flight from Cochin to 
Ahmedabad. 

Overall, the visit was very informative and 
enjoyable. At the end of the visit, the students took 
a big suitcase of learning and wonderful memories 
back with them. The visit made us realize that 
stepping out from the classrooms of four walls 
makes a huge difference in the process of one’s 
edification.
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