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IPL 2021 AUCTION: DO PUNJAB KINGS HAVE

A BALANCED SQUAD AFTER THE AUCTION?

- Megh Mandaliya, BA (H) Mass Communication, Semester 4, USLM

Despite having a colossal amount of money, the 
newly named Punjab Kings, a franchise cricket 
team based in Mohali, Punjab, which plays in the 
Indian Premier League (IPL), had a silent auction 
this year. We expected Punjab Kings to spend a 
large amount of money on players like Steve 
Smith or Chris Morris. Regardless, they did invest a 
sizable amount but not in the players they entirely 
required.

Players bought were: Dawid Malan (Rs 1.5 crore), 
Moises Henriques (Rs 4.2 crore), Jhye Richardson 
(Rs 14 crore), Riley Meredith (Rs 8 crore), Fabian 
Allen (Rs 75 lakh), Shah Rukh Khan (Rs 5.25 
crore), Saurabh Kumar (Rs 20 Lakh), Utkarsh 
Singh (Rs 20 lakh) and Jalaj Saxena (Rs 30 lakh).
Dawid Malan is probably the only good buy for 
Punjab Kings this year. They wanted a 
middle-order overseas batsman as a replacement 
for Glenn Maxwell. Punjab Kings could have bid 
for Steve Smith with the experience he brings to 
any side but eventually it was Dawid Malan. Dawid 
can play the supporting role in the middle overs 
while Nicholas Pooran or Chris Gayle fires at the 
other end. Moreover, Dawid is currently the 
number one T20-ranked batsman.

Punjab struggled with its lower order options last 
season. They regularly tried different 
permutations by changing the number 5/6/7 
position. Karun Nair, Mandeep Singh, Deepak 
Hooda all failed to deliver in the lower-middle last 
year. Taking that into consideration, Punjab went 
for Shah Rukh Khan this year. The right-handed 
batsman, who had a great run at Mushtaq Ali this 
year, can be a back-up option for someone like 
Sarfaraz Khan or Mandeep Singh. Shah Rukh bats 
in the lower order and handles the finishing role 
pretty well. He scored 12(4), 18*(10), 40*(19), 18*(7) 
in his four matches for Tamil Nadu this season. 
They also bought other uncapped players like 
Utkarsh Singh, Jalaj Saxena and Saurabh Kumar.

Looking at their current side, Punjab should have 
also gone for an experienced spin bowling 
all-rounder at this auction. Someone like Shakib Al 
Hasan or Moeen Ali would have been a notable fit 
for this squad. Surprisingly, they only bid once for 
Shakib before letting him go to Kolkata Knight 
Riders which clearly shows they had no intentions 
to purchase him. There was also a bidding war 
between Chennai Super Kings and Punjab Kings 
for Moeen Ali, but Punjab had to let him go for Rs 
7 crore. In the end, they had to smug themselves 
by buying Fabian Allen for Rs 75 lakh.

The most surprising buy for Punjab was 
undoubtedly Jhye Richardson. We can still ignore 
the Riley Meredith purchase by considering his 
current form. Riley has picked over 18 wickets for 
Hobart Hurricanes in the last couple of years. But 
it was utterly shocking to see Punjab spending Rs 
14 crore behind an inexperienced fast bowler like 
Jhye. Yes, Punjab needed an extra overseas 
seamer along with Chris Jordan. But spending Rs 
16 crore or Rs 17 crore on Chris Morris was a better 
option than spending Rs 14 crore on Jhye. 
Remember, they had more than Rs 53 crore in 
their bank, as announced by them, and they could 
have easily purchased Morris with that amount. 
Morris would have also brought loads of 
experience to this side and would have given 
Punjab an extra all-rounder option. 

In conclusion, Punjab still has an unbalanced 
squad going into the next season; they still have 
some gaps to fill in their team. Punjab still has Rs 
18 crore remaining in their purse which is the 
highest by any team. Rather than spending an 
enormous amount of money on players like 
Moises Henriques or Jhye Richardson, they should 
have played smart by bidding on players that 
complete their squad.
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Final squad of Punjab Kings: 

Batsman: Chris Gayle, Mayank Agarwal, KL Rahul 
(Captain & Wicket Keeper), Nicholas Pooran, 
Simran Singh, Dawid Malan, Sarfaraz Khan, 
Mandeep Singh.
 
All-rounder: Fabian Allen, Moises Henriques, 
Harpreet Brar, Jalaj Saxena, Deepak Hooda, 
Saurabh Kumar, Shah Rukh Khan, Utkarsh Singh. 

Pace Bowlers: Riley Meredith, Mohammed Shami, 
Chris Jordan, Darshan Nalkande, Ishan Porel, Jhye 
Richardson, Arshdeep Singh. 

Spin Bowlers: Murugan Ashwin, Ravi Bishnoi. 
The IPL, 2021 will start on April 9, 2021 and go on 
till May 30, 2021.

Note: I have also published this post on Youth Ki 
Awaaz



 

- PURNIMA GUPTA, ASST. PROFESSOR, PSYCHOLOGY, USLM

SMILING BUT DEPRESSED?

Often you see people, who appear to be all set in 
their personal and professional lives, always 
having a smile on their face, not giving any 
impression about their inner world where nothing 
feels good. Such people are happy outside but in 
their inner life, nothing is close to their idea of 
what it means to be happy. They are fully func-
tional, not at all perturbed by the challenges 
outside but inside, putting in humongous efforts 
to keep their pieces together. They are constantly 
fighting battles inside that no one knows about, 
sometimes even they fail to recognize that there is 
any such conflict inside. 

Such is their outward appearance that their close 
family members and friends never feel the need to 
take them to a mental health professional. Our 
existence has so become synonymous with chal-
lenges, dissatisfaction and unhappiness that if one 
is able to put together a pleasing front to the 
world around, it is believed that all is good. 

Human personality, given all its complexities and 
idiosyncratic tendencies, is a complex phenome-
non where it takes time and sincere efforts before 
one can understand what is wrong with it. Gener-
ally, it is suggested that when it does not feel right 
inside, see a professional who can help you get in 
touch with your deepest feelings and concerns 
and also can help you disentangle your thoughts. 
When one is masking one’s real feelings and 
appearing all good outside, it is termed as “smiling 
depression”. The term “smiling depression” is not 
an official term in the diagnostic manual of psy-
chological disorders but it is a more common 
occurrence than clinical depression. Smiling 
depression is more likely to be diagnosed as 
“major depressive disorder with atypical features” 
by DSM (Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of 
Mental Disorders).

Usually, the primary symptom of depression is 
deep, prolonged sadness. But for smiling depres-
sion, there are some other symptoms such as 
fatigue, changes in diet and sleep patterns, loss of 
disinterest in activities that were earlier of interest, 

irritability and aloofness. In a person with smiling 
depression, all these symptoms are masked. The 
individual appears happy and it seems that he 
does not have any problem of any nature. But in 
his own mind, the individual is full of doubts about 
himself, his choices, his decisions and actions. One 
is not sure about which next step will be more 
appropriate to the situation. One is more likely to 
be agreeing to what others propose or suggest 
and rarely initiating something on his own. A 
person with smiling depression generally lacks 
enthusiasm for any new activity and prefers to 
stick to his routine. He smiles and laughs but the 
smile does not reach his inner core and is general-
ly a defense to avoid facing any questions from 
others around. Such individuals ensure that they 
are not confronted by others so they observe 
extreme caution in everything that they do. They 
are oversensitive and, therefore, avoid getting into 
situations where they can be triggered. 

Smiling depression is more common than one can 
think of and also is one of the leading causes of 
suicides given the high-functioning nature of the 
individuals with “smiling depression”. It can be a 
great move if we start to normalize mental health 
issues so that people do not have to mask their 
concerns and they feel accepted in coming out 
with their issues.
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- ARJUN SIDHARTH, ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, USLM

REVIEWING ‘A PEOPLE’S TRAGEDY:

THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION, 1891-1924

A detailed, moving account of Russia beginning 
with the reign of the last Tsar Nicholas II, and 
ending with the death of Bolshevik leader Vladi-
mir Lenin, ‘A People’s Tragedy’, by British historian 
Orlando Figes is a sweeping panorama of the 
Russian government and society in the tumultu-
ous years from 1891 to 1924. The cast of characters 
is expansive — Alexander III, Tsar Nicholas II, Alex-
ander Stolypin, Aleksei Brusilov, Prince Lvov, Alex-
ander Kerensky, Vladimir Lenin, Leon Trotsky, 
Maxim Gorky, and several others find ample men-
tion in this saga of what was essentially a vast 
tragedy. 

Figes opens 
with the 
tercentenary 
celebration of 
the Romanov 
dynasty at 
Saint Peters-
burg in 1913. It 
develops to 
chronicle the 
a u t o c r a t i c , 
personalized 
rule of the Tsar 
and his desper-
ate struggle to 
cling to power 
in his final 
years. The 
orthodoxy of 
Russian society 
steeped in 
superstition and ignorance, the feudal land rela-
tions of the countryside and the ensuing violence, 
the chronic shortages and worsening condition of 
the war years, and the sheer brutality of the 
successive regimes ruled the land. The teeming 
aspiration of the growing mass of workers in the 
emerging cities and towns of the empire ignited 
the spark, which ultimately blew away the regime 
in 1917, with the promise of a new, democratic 
Russia. Figes details how this was sadly not to be. 
The democratic experiment was short-lived and 

failed miserably. It took less than a year after the 
abdication of Nicholas II for the Bolsheviks led by 
Vladimir Lenin to seize power. What followed was 
simply more misery, laced with profound disap-
pointment.

Drawing from a rich variety of sources ranging 
from personal accounts to newspaper reports of 
the time, the author writes at length about the 
revolution and the early Bolshevik years - the 
machinations of the numerous political parties 
constituting the Soviet and the creeping domina-
tion of the Bolsheviks, the formation of the Cheka 
(the secret police of the Bolsheviks) and the 
targeted persecution of political opponents, and 
the catastrophe of the civil war that ravaged the 
towns and villages of Russia soon after the Octo-
ber revolution. Figes’ account is the story of the 
struggle, the supposed triumph, and the ultimate 
failure of the human spirit embodied by the revo-
lution; the promise of a new, egalitarian future 
sabotaged by the political nature of man. Despite 
the breadth of the project, Figes seldom sways 
from the central issue of his work — the reality of 
human suffering. Young conscripts sent to their 
deaths under a corrupt, aristocratic, and obsolete 
army, the deep privations of the war years when 
millions queued up for bread, the brutalities inflict-
ed on the peasants by the old order and the com-
munists alike, the torture and execution of political 
rivals denounced as ‘traitors’ or ‘counter revolu-
tionaries’; Figes chronicles these events with 
empathy.
 
The author draws heavy inspiration from the 
French Revolution in his assessment of the final 
Tsarist years and the Bolshevik Revolution, point-
ing out the uncanny similarities that manifest in 
societies undergoing a massive churn; at the same 
time, portraying the uniqueness of Russia, so 
prone to violence, savagery, and authoritarianism. 
Orlando Figes’ work is a must-read for all those 
who seek insight into Russian society, economy, 
culture, and politics. 
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- SMIT SONI, LIBERAL ARTS, SEMESTER 4, USLM 

PRIVILEGE

You don’t see it,

You don’t know it,

But it is deeply embedded in you,

You are a prisoner of it,

You are controlled by it,

It forces you to do things,

It makes you say things,

Things which should not be said or done,

It is your worst enemy,

It has confined you in a box,

It has been there, it will be there,

Privilege!!

To live, to laugh, to eat, to sustain, to be something, 

You can’t escape! 
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- DIVYAJEETSINH SARVAIYA, SEMESTER 2, USLM

WARLI PAINTING: CONVERSING WORDLESSLY

Warli painting, as a tribal art, enriches the heritage 
of the Warli tribe from North Sahyadri range in 
Maharashtra. Encompassing the art of Dahanu, 
Talasari, Jawhar, Palghar, Mokhada and Vikramgad 
regions, it developed as means of transmitting 
folklore in absence of written word. From mud 
houses to the mainstream industry, it has come a 
long way. 
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- EVA PATEL, SEMESTER 2, USLM

HOLI SELF PORTRAITS
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