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FANTASY

By: Lolita Dutta, Editor, UID
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As a child, I always knew I had a sort of 
imagination beyond the ordinary. It is what made 
me what I am today, I can still exist in the realm of 
what is termed 'fantasy'. It helps me cope from 
the day-to-day drudgery of what exists. 

Most creative people, artists, designers, 
musicians, filmmakers, all live in a parallel live of 
fantasy.  Fantasy is that place you go to as a child, 
where toys come alive at night and your favorite 
character begins to speak to you. It is when you 
dream the impossible, when you take yourself to 
lands no one has seen, when like the proverbial 
'Alice in wonderland' you fall down a rabbit hole, 
and discover another world, or when Tolkien 
transports you into a land of hobbits, dragons and 
creatures which only the highly imaginative mind 
can conceive of or draw.

Fantasy gives rise to imagination, which in turn 
has turned people or JK Rowling into a 
bestselling author or George Lucas synonymous 
with Star Wars. It has been that world of fantasy 
which gives us Game of Thrones, and a plethora 
of play station games. 

Behind this complex world, lies the world of 
dreams, Dreams which all creative people use as 
a tool to often transcend into a fragile new reality, 
it is a world where we can escape, create a nether 
world, be it in music, film, art or film. 

I have seen many students, seek inspiration from 
'fantasy art' or even movies and books and 
convert them into thoughts for the real world. 
This transgression is often highly creative, and 
can give rise to some fantastic creative ideas. 
There are film makers, who take stories and 
convert them for us into an imaginative world, 
where for those few hours we are transported 
into another universe.

Books are now passe, but for me my imagination 
came from reading and till date I read to live life 
vicariously, through possibly an overactive 
imagination. If I did not, I would not be a designer, 
or a writer or an artist. It is my dreams of fantasy 
which gives rise to creativity, and till date I marvel 
at this fantasy world we can see around us, all 
created because the makers of those are sub 
consciously inspired by their imaginative 
fantasies.

In the current situation we need to dream more 
than ever, to once again live in a normal world, 
not be surrounded by fear or disease, but to 
traverse destinies beyond, to fantasize and be 
happy.

One of my old favorite songs, is from ABBA; “I 
have a dream, a fantasy, to help me through 
reality...”



ART OF CREATING ENGAGING FEEDBACKS

IN ONLINE EDUCATION.
By: Seema Chaudhary, Associate Professor, School of Fashion Design, UID
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The importance of constructive and timely 
feedback to students is known to all faculties. Due 
to increasing dependence on online delivery in 
design, where students and teachers are not 
present physically when the work is taking place, 
teachers need to think strategically for the 
planning of constructive and useful feedback. 

Important points to consider are –
1. When to give the feedback, and how many 
times?
2. Do we write feedback or do we have it in a 
verbal form in an LMS?
3. Formal feedback in juries and its importance.
4. Do we need to keep a record of the feedbacks 
of a particular student?

While in physical classrooms, it is easier to look at 
work in real and give feedback side by side 
(Formative feedback) without much marking 
involved, it has become more difficult to give 
feedback in online submissions of design 
subjects, especially on the practical work. 
Blackboard Learn in UID gives ample opportunity 
to teachers for planning various kinds of tests, 
assignments, graded Discussions, journals, and 
project submissions in various courses and 
modules. What I personally found helpful was 
that visuals submitted by few students could be 
shown to others as well in class and peer-learning 
was taking place. A teacher can also use lines, 
arrows, shapes, and text to superimpose on 
visuals of students to point out exactly what and 
where went wrong or right. It was also an 
inspiration to others who were facing problems in 
understanding the brief,  executing the 
assignment, or lack of motivation in starting work 
as they are not in real classrooms where the 
synergy of teamwork prevails. Blackboard 
assignments and tests in a “Grade Centre” is a 
systematic way to store the student's work along 
with grades and marks. 

Verbal feedback has tones and words that can 
give cues to the students about their quality of 
work. You can record an audio file for each 
particular student with personal feedback to 
motivate students. You can go to “Student 
Preview” mode to listen to recorded feedback 
and it saves time for the tutors while adding a real 
touch of sound to words. 

Video Feedback can be easily recorded using the 
webcam of the laptop or mobile and inserted in 
the Feedback section easily. Students can record 
videos for Peer Feedback too in group work. All 
this multi-media makes learning active and 
stimulating. 

Written feedback looks more formal and the right 
words can be chosen to make it a serious affair. 
Emoticons are also welcomed by students who 
are using them more than words nowadays. At 
least 2-5 feedbacks of formative kinds for 
different small assignments helped students to 
gather enough confidence about the end-term 
work. If smaller assignments and iterative 
feedbacks are not given in practical work, final 
work for the jury may suffer in quality by simple 
mistakes and errors that could have been tackled 
earlier 

A written/verbal/video form of feedback should 
always be there with faculty and administration 
as it is evidence of evaluation by the jury. Without 
written feedback, and with only marks as 
evidence of evaluation, comparative analysis of 
the performance of students in a batch is also not 
possible.



ENOUGH OF EMOTIONAL DICTATORSHIP

By: Kalyani Walunj, B.Des Visual Communication Semester 2, UID
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Ups and downs are very important in our life 
because a straight line even in the ECG machine 
indicates us dead. You believe me or not, but 
sadness is as important as happiness in every 
being's life. But don't let the sadness in your past 
interfere in the tranquillity of your future. We peel 
off the skin of the banana before eating it, in the 
same way we need to focus on the best part of 
the banana and leave the rest. Many a times we 
waste our time crying on the things which went 
wrong instead of appreciating the good things 
going on in our lives. We often let our emotions 
dictate our actions. So, for any individual who 
wants to succeed in life has to learn the art of 
letting go, it is the only way to maintain your 
peace of mind.

Live in the moment and try to write whatever 
things you appreciate in your surroundings 
because writing your feelings at the very moment 
you feel them is according to me the best way of 
conveying your emotions. When you write about 
the moment you really lived at its fullest you get 
to relive it when you are feeling low, it can try to 
brighten up your day thinking of the day you 
were happy to be who you were. I would like to 
share one of the days I wrote, when I was sitting 
on the terrace, it goes like: "This wind is taking me 
somewhere else...to some far away land where 
everybody is kind to each other, where 
everybody befriends me...nobody cold shoulders 
me or just fake a smile full of judgements. Here I'll 
be strengthened every morning by the bright sun, 
will be motivated all day by the alchemy of nature 
and every night the calm moon will neutralize all 
the feelings into simple happiness. I hope that one 
day I will have no regrets and will feel so light that 
I would be able to float with the breeze for them 
to carry me to this far away land!" This is the way I 
write whenever I feel that the moment is truly 
commendable and needs to be preserved for 
future hard times.

Helen Keller is my biggest motivator of all times 
she was stricken blind and deaf when she was 19 
months old. She turned into a terror and a 
tormentor, as she was a kid when she had to fight 
hard to come to terms with a soundless and 
sightless world. She was the first blind and deaf 
human to earn a bachelor's degree, she was 
awarded the United States' highest civilian 
honour, the Presidential Medal of Freedom and 
many more. Even without having the two most 
important senses, she concentrated on the one 
she had and learnt five languages and wrote 
many incredible books just by her tactile sense. If 
she can concentrate on the bright side of her dark 
world, then why can't we? By reading her 
autobiography "The Story of My Life" I got to 
learn that, use your eyes as if tomorrow you 
would be stricken blind, hear the music of voice, 
the song of a bird as if you would be stricken deaf 
tomorrow. Touch every object as if your tactile 
sense would fail, smell the sweet perfume of the 
wind blowing, the wet soil after every rain and 
taste each morsel, as if tomorrow you could never 
smell and taste again. 

Make the most of every sense; glory in all facets of 
pleasure and beauty, which the world reveals to 
you through the several means of contact, which 
nature provides you with. Don't regret any 
moment of your flawful life because you can't 
even imagine what flawful means for some 
people. So last but not the least, never forget to 
FEEL EVERY FEEL!



INNOVATION IN CERAMICS

By: Kumud Kedia, Lecturer, Lifestyle Accessory Design, UID
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The lockdown was a very unusual time that 
nobody had faced before. So many things had 
changed. It was very difficult for students to 
accomplish practical assignments and activities 
just by adhering to the commands and guidance 
given by faculties on video call and phone. But 
the zeal & enthusiasm of students and faculty led 
to explore new dimensions in ceramics and 
pottery was no less. This was accomplished by 
achieving very successful & interesting 
outcomes. Students had a strong urge to create 
something new, and that makes even faculty 
more happy & motivated  during times like this. 
So, students had made a few interesting 
accessories out of using terracotta clay at home. 

Terracotta ludo board cum coaster by Shreya Chordia, B.Des Lifestyle Accessory Design Sem V. Picture 
credit- Sarban Chaodhary, Assistant Professor, Lifestyle Accessory Design, UID.
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Stoneware cellotape dispenser and multi-
function table accessory by Aanchal Shah, B.Des 
Lifestyle Accessory Design Sem V. Picture credit- 
Sarban Chaodhary, Assistant Professor, Lifestyle 
Accessory Design, UID

Terracotta pin board by Isha Potdar, B.Des 
Lifestyle Accessory Design Sem V. Picture credit- 
Sarban Chaodhary, Assistant Professor, Lifestyle 
Accessory Design, UID.

Terracotta notebook cover Fatema Murabbi, 
B.Des Lifestyle Accessory Design Sem V. Picture 
credit- Sarban Chaodhary, Assistant Professor, 
Lifestyle Accessory Design, UID

Terracotta men's shaving kit by Disha Rathod, 
B.Des Lifestyle Accessory Design Sem V. Picture 
credit- Sarban Chaodhary, Assistant Professor, 
Lifestyle Accessory Design, UID

Terracotta hand fidget toy by Sakshi Mate, B.Des 
Lifestyle Accessory Design Sem V. Picture credit- 
Sarban Chaodhary, Assistant Professor, Lifestyle 
Accessory Design, UID



MY ARTWORKS

By: Pooja Sambare, B.Des Fashion Design Semester 2, UID
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1. Exaggerated Portraiture: A graphite and 

charcoal portrait of an aged man emphasizing on 
the creases and blemishes on his skin to portray 
an exaggerated figure. These also help delineate 
the sorrow and strong emotions reflected off the 
subject.

2. A mixed media piece (oil and acrylic on 

wood). The painting tackles the emotions that are 
not palpable on the surface. The painting 
portrays suffering and agony and the need for 
believing in a higher power and making an 
emotional appeal to said power. The red tears 
show the agony whereas the gold, glittery beams 
around the subject show the ray of hope.

3. Emotional: An oil painting is a compilation of 

different faces that reek of a myriad of feelings 
and sentiments. The way that they blend into 
each other. The painting is about unhealthy 
coping mechanisms when dealt with immense 
despair and grief. The embellished details on the 
face help bring out these emotions and help 
viewers sympathize. The colors used also signify 
desolation.



By: Sakshi Chavan, B.Des Lifestyle Accessory Design Semester VI, UID
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I did my internship with Ruby Jhunjhunwala of 
Adipa Studio, Pune. During this pandemic time, I 
got time to explore more and the opportunity to 
polish off my ceramic skills. Adipa Studio in Pune 
is a top player in the category of Art Galleries in 
Maharashtra. This well-known establishment acts 
as a one-stop destination servicing customers. 
The belief that customer satisfaction is as 
important as their products and services has 
helped this establishment garner a vast base of 
customers, which continues to grow by the day. 

Over the period of my internship, I handled the 
staff and my colleagues in a very affable way. 
During the internship, I got feedback from my 
seniors and faculties and dealt with different 
forms and techniques of ceramic and tried a new 
form of my innovation. The highlight of my time 
was dealing with the endless stream of impatient 
and demanding clients. 

The two months working with Ruby allowed me 
to grow personally, but it also helped me to gain 
new skills in building and making products, 
concepts and customer relationship experience. I 
also gained a better understanding of mass 
p r o d u c t i o n .  I t  g a v e  m e  a  s e n s e  o f 
accomplishment even though this is just the 
beginning and there is still a long way to go. 

Trying  pottery at wheel with Shivshankar Sir. 
Image credit – Sakshi Chavan

First day of glazing workshop with Ruby 
Jhunjhunwala Image credit – Sakshi Chavan

Introducing the Ceramic bowl which is inspired 
from the volcano lava waves.Image Credit – 
Sakshi Chavan

Fancy Napkin Holder design and made from 
stoneware clay and is inspired by Sidi Sayed Jaali. 
The jali work is the random cutting done for the 
texture and the jali cutting is inspired from the 
fire. Image Credit – Sakshi Chavan

PANACHE POTTERY



By: Anahita Suri, Assistant Professor, School of Fashion Design, UID
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It was a regular Friday night dinner with friends. 
Kate was hosting it and we were all in her kitchen 
helping her with the cooking. I vaguely remember 
chopping some vegetables (it has been over 15 
years so I apologize for certain memory lapses). 
There was Kate, her boyfriend Tim, Jenna and 
myself, in the kitchen. We were chatting, cooking, 
eating and watching the little TV perched on the 
top shelf. Chatter and laughter filled the little 
kitchen.

At some point I realized it has become too quiet, 
the voices had melted away. I turned around to 
find myself alone with Tim in the kitchen. This 
made me a little awkward, like I always felt around 
Tim. Well, here I should go into a flashback.

I met Tim a year ago when he started dating Kate 
and came to our house for coffee one day. I 
greeted him twice but he never said a word, only 
gestured with his hand. Few minutes later, Kate 
told me he was deaf and mute and I felt like an 
idiot. He was a nice guy, smart, talented, doing his 
PHD in Zoology (whoa!). He was pretty good at 
lip reading and got around on his own but felt 
stuck with me as he could not lip read me due to 
my Indian accent. And I failed to communicate 
with him as I just didn't know how to, I was clumsy 
and awkward. So, we avoided each other as much 
as we could. The occasions when we had to be 
together, we just smiled at each other. 

He owned a car and sometimes he would drive us 
to the market and movies. He would come out 
dancing with us (I never understood how he got 
the rhythm of the music), for dinners where he 
insisted on ordering for himself and trekking, 
where we had to really keep an eye on him 
because if he got lost, we couldn't even call out 
his name! I grew to really respect and admire him 
for his independence, confidence, sense of 
humour, focus on his work, his love for Kate. But, 
we were still awkward with each other.

Coming back to our kitchen now, I looked at Tim 
and just resumed talking, facing him. And he 
started responding! In the next 5 minutes, we 
developed our own way of communicating. He 
tried and if I spoke slowly, he could lip read me 
pretty well and he would write on paper whatever 
he wanted to say. It seemed like with every word, 
this wall between us was coming down and we 
celebrated it with our laughter. We both realized 

how dumb and scared we were of each other's 
company. I felt like I was the disabled one for not 
making an effort to befriend him. Only if we had 
given it a chance, we could be friends now. Kate 
and Jenna walked back in and were surprised and 
finally relived.

On Kate's suggestion all of us enrolled for basic 
sign language class and surprised Tim one day. 
Although this helped us, we still preferred our old 
way of communicating. Going out with him was 
fun  and  comfor tab le  now .  We  cou ld 
communicate via text as well. The three of us 
even did a week long road trip across New 
Zealand with Tim driving most of the trip!

Today, Tim runs his own consultancy and travels 
globally for work. He refuses to be regarded as a 
hero for being successful despite his disability. 
And Kate likes to think of their relationship as just 
two people in love, rather than she being a hero to 
have a relationship with a disabled person. As for 
us friends, we are like all other friends- fighting, 
laughing, making up, sharing, caring and being 
there for each other.

It has been over 15 years of a beautiful friendship. 
Never once in these years did I feel pity for him. 
Once we became friends, I never realized he is 
any different from us. He never demands or 
expects any special treatment. In fact, he gets 
annoyed if anyone fusses over him. I developed a 
deep respect for both Tim and Kate. They 
changed my perspective on life and people. 
 
People with any disability are just people like you 
and me but they do not get treated the same, 
which is unfortunate. They have the same rights 
like any of us- right to education, right to have 
friends, right to play, watch movies, listen to 
music, paint, work, right to love and be loved, 
right to be respected, right to play a full part in 
society and be given the same opportunities as 
any of us and above all, right to live ! They also 
have the same feelings as any of us- fear, love, 
affection, pain, hurt, jealousy. We need to be 
sensitive and inclusive. We don't have to treat 
them differently, just treat them like us, with love 
and respect. One person's physical disability 
should not convert into our disability to accept 
them.     

MY NOT-SO- SPECIAL FRIEND



REPRESENTATION TECHNIQUES

By: Tanya Sachdeva, B.Des Lifestyle Accessory Design Semester IV, UID
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“Drawing makes you see things clearer, and 
clearer and clearer still, until your eyes ache.”
We  had  a  ve ry  in te res t ing  modu le  - 
Representation Techniques, wherein I have 
learned and experienced a lot of new things like 
study about different techniques, perspective, 
colour rendering, different materials like soft 
pastel, pencil colour, acrylic, & the study of 
different textures etc. 
Drawing on site is an experience as well as an art. 
It's extra-sensory. As I sit and draw for hours, I 
soak up every inch of the scene, along with its 
sounds, smells and local characters. My goal is to 
translate that rich experience through my 
drawings—impressions as well as appearances.
Moreover, I learnt, the drawings feature a strong 
sense of light and shadow, texture, and contrast 
of big shapes and little details. I focus on the 
personality of the places and the gesture of 
forms.

 All in all, it was an amazing experience. It gave me 

a new vision to look at the objects around me and 
classify them according to their perspective. I 
loved the outcome and would surely practice 
more products in future.  

Plier rendered using scribbling technique with 
pencil. Image credits-Tanya Sachdeva

Plier rendered using blending technique with 
colour pencil. Image credits-Tanya Sachdeva

a new vision to look at the objects around me and 
classify them according to their perspective. I 
loved the outcome and would surely practice 
more products in future.  

Acrylic tube colours on Canvas. Image credits-
Tanya Sachdeva
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